Institutional brief

Permanent art in healthcare.

A concise basis for discussing a commission or donation.

What art can contribute

Institutions commission art to welcome people, express cultural meaning, mark remembrance, help orientation
and improve shared spaces. These are legitimate purposes in their own right.

Research on viewing art in healthcare reports benefits most consistently for people’s experience of the care
environment PAH-004. In a randomised trial, room paintings improved cancer inpatients’ perceptions of the
hospital environment PAH-016; in another, gallery visits were associated with better anxiety, hope and wellbeing
scores after surgery PAH-038.

The evidence boundary

These studies concern paintings and a gallery, not permanent sculpture. The room-painting trial detected no
psychological or clinical differences, and the gallery visits also involved movement and a change of setting. The
reviewed research does not establish that a permanent sculpture will reduce medication, shorten stays or
generate a financial return PAH-007.

Decisions at the outset

Define the purpose and the people who will encounter the work.

e Review the artwork in its proposed setting and lighting.

¢ Include patient, staff and accessibility perspectives.

e Agree ownership, installation and long-term care.

¢ Include the full project cost, even for a donation; record a gift’s valuation separately.

¢ Plan evaluation appropriate to the stated purpose.

Questions for institutional review

What purpose is proposed for the artwork? Which evidence is relevant to that purpose and setting? What
uncertainties, costs and evaluation needs should inform the decision?

For a specific proposal, use the project decision sheet: publicart.health/decision-sheet - Planning:
publicart.health/planning - Research: publicart.health/evidence
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http://127.0.0.1:8766/evidence#PAH-038
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